
What in the WORD is Going On?  -  Part 3 / TRIBULATION 
 
Matthew 24:21  For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.  
 
TIMELINE: 
Signs – now  /  Rapture – soon  /  Tribulation – seven 
Millennium – one thousand  /  Judgment – end  /  Eternity – forever 
 
The book of Revelation has the most comprehensive “outline” of 
what is going to happen during the seven years of the Tribulation. 
 
Revelation 1:19  Write the things which thou hast seen (GOSPELS / CHAPTER 
1), and the things which are (CHURCHES / CHAPTERS 2 & 3), and the things 
which shall be hereafter (RAPTURE & BEYOND);  
 

Revelation 4:1  After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: 
and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; 

which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.  
 

 1 Corinthians 15:51-52  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

52 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 

at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 

incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  
 

 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 
Then we which are alive and remain shall 

be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

18 
Wherefore comfort one another with 

these words. 

 
Chapters 4 & 5  -  Throne Room in Heaven (casting crowns) 
 

Revelation 5:1-5  And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a 

book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 
2 

And I saw a 
strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and 
to loose the seals thereof? 

3 
And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under 

the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 
4 

And I wept much, 
because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look 
thereon. 

5 
And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the 

tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose 
the seven seals thereof.  

 
John wept because the judgments that will be poured out on the 
earth are in reality the vindication of God’s people of all the ages! 
The Tribulation is described in Scripture using these words:  wrath, 
judgment, indignation, trial, trouble, destruction, darkness, desolation, 
overturning, shaking, waste, empty, spoil, devour, burn, distress, 
punishment. It is also referred to as “THE DAY OF THE LORD” because 
it is a time when God and His people will be vindicated. 

We must remember to distinguish between three groups of people 
in endtime prophecy – Church, Jews, and Gentiles (world). 
 
The purpose of the Tribulation is two-fold … to pour out judgment on 
UNBELIEVERS for their godlessness, and to prepare the JEWS for their 
Messiah (the second time around!). There is no purpose for the 
CHURCH going through the Tribulation according to the Bible.  
 
The church will not be mentioned again until the end of the book – 
because they are not on earth during the Great Tribulation! 
 
Chapters 6 to 19 give us an outline of what will happen during the seven 
years of the Tribulation. There are seven SEAL judgments, seven 
TRUMPET judgments, and seven VIAL judgments, with each series of 
judgments becoming progressively worse. There are also seven 
THUNDERS which John was not allowed to reveal to us (too horrible?). 
 
Revelation 10:4  And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I 
was about to write: and I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up 
those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.  

 
SEVEN SEALS (Chapter 6): 
 

1 – White horse (Antichrist) 
 

2 – Red Horse (War) 
 

3 – Black Horse (Famine) 
 

4 – Pale Horse (Death) 
 

5 – Persecution / Martyrs 
 

6 – Great Earthquake 
 

Revelation 6:15-17  And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every 
bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks 
of the mountains; 

16 
And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 

hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb: 

17 
For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be 

able to stand? 
 

(Chapter 7 interval – 144,000 Jews sealed) 
 

Revelation 7:13-14  And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, 
What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came 
they? 

14 
And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 

These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  

 

7 – Silence in Heaven (as seven trumpets prepare to sound) 
 



SEVEN TRUMPETS (Chapter 8-11): 
 
1 – Judgment on Land (1/3 of trees burned, and all green grass) 
2 – Judgment on Salt Water (1/3 of oceans blood, 1/3 of ships & fish) 
3 – Judgment on Fresh Water (1/3 of drinking water poisoned) 
4 – Judgment on Heavens (1/3 of sun, moon and stars darkened) 
5 – Army of Demonic Locusts from Bottomless Pit (five months) 
 

Revelation 9:6  And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not 
find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.  

 

6 – Army of (Demonic?) Horsemen – by now, half of mankind is dead 
 

Revelation 9:20-21  And the rest of the men which were not killed by 
these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they 
should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and 
stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 

21 
Neither 

repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
fornication, nor of their thefts.  

 

(Chapter 11 interval – two witnesses) 
 

7 – Great Voices in Heaven (as we reach the midpoint of the Tribulation) 
 
Chapters 12 & 13 introduce us to SEVEN KEY FIGURES in the book 
of Revelation. The most important event that happens at the midpoint of 
the Tribulation is a drastic change in the devil’s kingdom. Satan is cast 
out of Heaven (for good!), and when he comes down to earth the 
Antichrist suddenly unveils his true nature toward the Jews. 
 
A POSSIBLE SCENARIO?  Perhaps Satan will be present at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ as the “accuser of the brethren,” and when he 
fails in his last attempt to condemn the church he is cast out of Heaven, 
never to have access again! He then is “incarnated” in the Antichrist. 
 
Revelation 12:12  Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in 
them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is 
come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time.  
 
The two most important characters at this time are the Beast from 
the Sea (Antichrist) and the Beast from the Earth (False Prophet).    
It is the false prophet (religious leader) that causes the world to worship 
the Antichrist and to take the mark of the beast in order to buy or sell. 
 
Chapter 14 is another INTERVAL in the book, containing voices 
from heaven and angelic messengers who prophesy horrible things 
yet to come. 
 

SEVEN VIALS (Chapter 15-16): 
 
1 – Grievous Sores 
2 – Sea Turned to Blood (all salt water) 
3 – Rivers Turned to Blood (all fresh water) 
4 – Scorching Heat from the Sun 
5 – Darkness and Pain 
 

Revelation 16:8-11  And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the 
sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. 

9 
And men 

were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which 
hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. 
10 

And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and 
his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for 
pain, 

11 
And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and 

their sores, and repented not of their deeds.  
 

6 – Armies Cross Euphrates River (gathering to Battle of Armageddon) 
7 – Great Earthquake and Hail 
 
Chapters 17 & 18 spell out God’s judgment on the Antichrist’s 
religious, economic and political systems, then chapter 19 tells how 
the Lord returns with His church to interrupt the Battle of 
Armageddon, saving Israel from the Antichrist’s armies. 
 
But did you notice the real message of the Tribulation? No matter 
how many judgments are poured out, men still blaspheme God and 
still refuse to repent!  (16:11) 
 
1 Timothy 5:24  Some men's sins are open beforehand, going before to 
judgment; and some men they follow after.  
 
Romans 2:1-8 (NLT)  You may be saying, "What terrible people you have 
been talking about!" But you are just as bad, and you have no excuse! When 
you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning 
yourself, for you do these very same things. 

2 
And we know that God, in his 

justice, will punish anyone who does such things. 
3 
Do you think that God will 

judge and condemn others for doing them and not judge you when you do 
them, too? 

4 
Don't you realize how kind, tolerant, and patient God is with 

you? Or don't you care? Can't you see how kind he has been in giving you 
time to turn from your sin? 

5 
But no, you won't listen. So you are storing up 

terrible punishment for yourself because of your stubbornness in refusing to 
turn from your sin. For there is going to come a day of judgment when God, 
the just judge of all the world, 

6 
will judge all people according to what they 

have done. 
7 
He will give eternal life to those who persist in doing what is 

good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. 
8 
But 

he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who 
refuse to obey the truth and practice evil deeds.  


